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SMART TRAVEL

Resource Center

...an electronic
clearinghouse that
highlights programs
toimprove

air quality

through
transportation

choices

www.epa.gov/omswww/strc.itm
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significant cause of alf pollu-
tion due to the rapid increase
in travel activity since 1970,
Vehicle miles traveled have "
almost doubled in the U.S. from 'I"
1970 10 1990, tripled from 1960,
and m':lmndmhuﬂlnmmf 1etre 1}

As a result, motor ve

air pollution inll'_ Y
urban smog. Sn
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Air pollution comes from many
sources, including stationary sources
like power plarits and mobile sources
such as cars and trucks. The 199()
Clean Atr Act Amendments include
several provisions encoumging the
use Of transportation controls for air

pollutants caused by mobile sources.

The success of some of these
measures is largely dependent
on public understanding of the
effect that driving has on air
guality and a commitment to
improving the environment,

Many states, regions, and local governments develop general
outreach and educational campaigns to inform citizens aboul
the impact of individoal travel choices. The Smart Travel
Resource Center is a too] for facilitating that information
[ICHIESS

Benefits

Environmental Regulators, Transportation
Planners, and Public Information Officers can:

» review fransportation-related air guality programs
Frovint arosintd the cosirtlry

s yview sample outreach and educational materiols
* [dentify potential points of contict

o bemefit from the experience of a variety of sfate,
focal, and regional planiers with successful
programs already in place

www.epa.gov/omswww/strc.htm



Information Available at the Center :

The Smart Travel Resource Center offers a centralized
collection of materials emphasizing U benefits of choosing
alternative methods of transportation. The Center presents
an opportunity to see what works to improve air quality by
reducing the number of single-ocoupant vehicles on the moad.
The database operates via the world wide web
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STRC Features: %ﬁgsﬂﬁlearﬂ“‘:
* visual display of a variety of : _""'"
posters, booklets, factsheets, and f
other public outreach materials '
from around the country

= summaries of state,
regional, and local outreach
programs

* summaries of more than
25 air quality education
programs detailing the
curriculum

* information on episodic
control measures

* links to other web sites.
on transportation, the 3
environment, health
issues, and education, and e

* newsletters.

i )
www.epa.gov/iomswww/strc.htm :



1 Using the Smart Travel Resource Center

The Smart Travel
Resource Center
directory can be
accessed through
the Internet at the
following address:
http://
wwWww.cpa.gov/
OIS W W W/
strc.hitm. This is
the home page of
the STRC web site
and the user may
elther enter the
directory or link to
related web sites, The
directory includes
sumymaries of
Programs at various
stages of develop-
ment and imple-
mentation. Program
summarics present
Information as
pravided by pro-
gram authorities,
however, the inchu-
sion ol & summary
i the directory does
not imply endorse-
ment by EFA.
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Tha STEC Nrectory's main screen
presents a meno of program listings
by ganeral category
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Uhe directory

OFEANIZes Program LEi'S [:iEEr
summaries into The Air. 1]
general categories.
To access Infor-
riaticn abiout a
particular type of
program from the
directory’s homie

frEge, the wior can |

select from a menu b J

il thise program

Calegories

Selecting the “By Program Type® category, for instance, provides
the useér with a navigation view, The view will show a list of
programs by tvpe: sir uallty, environmental education,
eplsodic, general air pollution, newsletter, transportation/air
quality, or trans-
portathon services.
'he user can then
Click on the specific
subcategory of
interest to access an
alpnabetical listing
bv state of all pro-
grams in the
directory that focus

o thast particular
program (ype

www.epa.gov/iomswww/strc.htm



Clicking on
an entry . I R
AT -

in the pro- L 1 3 e
grams list s
opens the
SUmmary.
Each
program
summary
identifics
the title,
location,
rargeted
pollutant,
SPONSOTING Organization, contact persan and phone
number. Summaries alsa provide information on the
cost of running the program, as well as types of
outreach materials used, Le. brochures, posters,
curricula, One unigue feature s that some of the

materials can actually be downloaded so that the user
has a visual display. The environmental education
curricula summarics include information on the actual
curricula, such as goals, time frame and numbser of
exercises, as well as the target teaching setting and the
learning approach.

The STRC Directory also includes a full-text search

engine, which allows the user to access information
about outreach programs based on key-words or phrases

EPA Smart Travel Resource Center



Comments and Additional Features

Another feature of the STRC web site is that it includes
links from its main screen to other web sites related to
health, ransportation, education and the environment.
The STRC staff will add additional links over time. Users of
the directory are encouraged to e-mail STRC staff with
suggestions about useful links to include.

In addition, a blank program description template can be
downloaded from the home page, (illed out and sent
directly to the STRC using the site’s e-mail featune (oms-
stitiepamall epa.gov) for inclusion in the directory. Also,
users of the directory can e-mall feedback 1o STRC staff on
the utility of the directory.

www.epa.gov/iomswww/strc.htm



8 Summary

Our world's growing population depends heavily on industry
and technology, endangering our national resources.

Personal lifestyle choices play an important part in protecting
and improving the quality of those resources, including the
air we breathe. Simple choices, like carpooling or using
public transit instead of driving alone, can make a difference
in pollution levels. An informed public is better equipped to
make these decisions.

The Smart Travel
Resource Center will be
updated continually to
reflect now programs
and offer the latest in
communication,
outreach, and
educational materials
and contacts.

If you would like yvour
program included or for
additional information,
contact Matrice Thormtaon
at (734) 6684329 or via
e-mall (oms-sti®epamail.
epa.gov).
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